DRAFT

Minutes of the Annual Meeting

ISGEC Executive Board

Monday, June 28, 2004

Seattle, WA

Present:  Erik Goodman (chair), David Goldberg, Una-May O’Reilly, Ken DeJong, Marc Schoenauer, Wolfgang Banzhaf, Lee Spector, Kalyanmoy Deb, Darrell Whitley, Riccardo Poli (GECCO-2004 General Chair, guest)

1. Chair Goodman called meeting to order at 7:00pm.

2. Agenda was approved, with addition of item 4. below by Goodman.

3. Goodman distributed minutes of Annual Meeting of July 13, 2003.  Spector moved acceptance, DeJong seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

4. Goodman indicated that Kluwer Publishing had asked approval for one-time use of ISGEC email directory for use in inviting our members to sign up for the Kluwer Alert system, whereby they are notified when new issues of journals (such as GPEM) appear, and of the table of contents.  Board voted unanimously to delegate decisions regarding such matters to the ISGEC Chair and Editor-in-Chief of the journal involved, jointly.  

5. Goodman reported that ISGEC membership in January, 2004, was stable at just  over 300 members.

6. GECCO-2004 General Chair Poli reported on attendance at conference and other matters.  Attendance was about 530, exceeding budgeted breakeven number (after late addition of food) by about 40.  Board congratulated Poli on an excellent conference.  Experiment with interweaving tutorials and workshops was preliminarily judged a success worth repeating, subject to review of participants’ feedback forms at end of GECCO.

7. Editor-in-Chief Marc Schoenauer, of Evolutionary Computation, reported that the journal was healthy, with submissions about 64 in 2004, and a backlog of accepted articles awaiting publication of the two special issues now in preparation.  

8. Editor-in-Chief Wolfgang Banzhaf, of Genetic Programming and Evolvable Machines, reported that the journal was healthy, with submissions steady and subscriptions also similar to 2003.

9. The Board discussed the proposal for ISGEC to become an ACM Special Interest Group, SIGEVO, the SIG on Genetic and Evolutionary Computation.  After extensive discussion, the Board agreed not to act on the motion at this meeting, but instead to seek clarification from ACM about some questions raised by Board members, and then to act, targeting within a three-month period, upon resolution of the open questions.  

10. The Board considered the tabled motion regarding waivers for organizers/presenters at GECCO.  The Board voted unanimously against the motion taken from the table.  Whitley moved, and DeJong seconded, the following amendment to the ISGEC Bylaws, to replace the current paragraph concerning waivers:

As of GECCO-2006, the conference registration fees shall be waived for the tutorial speakers, general chair, and editor-in-chief of GECCO.  The Business Committee may extend the waiver to other individuals as they deem appropriate.  

The motion carried unanimously, and representing a 2/3 vote of the Executive Board, the Bylaws are thus amended.

11. The meeting was adjourned at 9:40pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Erik D. Goodman, Chair

